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Module V.1b | Ancient India | Vocabulary Tasks

Part I: Vocabulary Definitions 
In your own words, describe the significance of each person, place, or term listed below. 
· There are two ways you can complete Part I of this assignment:
(1) Create a flashcard set using Quizlet.com, or (2) enter the definitions in the table below.
· To complete this task, you should consult the SoftChalk presentation, textbook links, and/or other relevant websites provided in the module to complete the task.  
· Please remember that this must be your work and not copied from a website!  

	Option 1: FOLLOW THESE DIRECTIONS IF YOU ARE CREATING FLASHCARDS USING 
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:cynthiabrown4:Desktop:Screen Shot 2013-06-17 at 9.08.16 PM.png]
1. Go to http://quizlet.com and create an account (don’t forget your login credentials).
2. Once your account is created, click create to begin a new flashcard set.
3. Add a Set Title (Module 6_India).
4. Set your language (English to English).
5. Enter your terms (you are also encouraged to add images if you’re a visual learner).
6. Once all words have been entered, click Create Set.
7. Share your set with me using the link provided (see screenshot below). [image: Macintosh HD:Users:cynthiabrown4:Desktop:Screen Shot 2013-06-17 at 9.04.01 PM.png]


	If you created a flashcard set in Quizlet, copy/paste your set URL below:

	



Option 2: If you do not want to create flashcards using Quizlet.com, you can add the definitions for each term in the table below.  You do not need to create flashcards and type the definitions below. 
	1. Himalayas 
	the, a mountain range extending about 1500 miles (2400 km) along the border between India and Tibet. Highest peak, Mt. Everest, 29,028 feet (8848 meters).

	2. Hindu Kush
	a mountain range in S Asia, mostly in NE Afghanistan, extending W from the Himalayas. Highest peak, Tirich Mir, 25,230 feet (7690 meters).

	3. Harappa
	a Bronze Age culture that flourished in the Indus valley.

	4. Mohenjo-Daro
	an archaeological site in Pakistan, near the Indus River: six successive ancient cities were built here.

	5. Indus River
	a river in S Asia, flowing from W Tibet through Kashmir and Pakistan to the Arabian Sea. 1900 miles (3060 km) long.

	6. Ganges River
	a river flowing SE from the Himalayas in N India into the Bay of Bengal: sacred to Hindus. 1550 miles (2495 km) long.

	7. Indo-Aryans
	a member of a people of India who are Indo-European in speech and Caucasoid in physical characteristics.

	8. Caste
	any class or group of society sharing common cultural features: 

	9. Asoka
	died 232 b.c., Buddhist king in India 269?–232? b.c

	10. Karma
	Hinduism, Buddhism. action, seen as bringing upon oneself inevitable results, good or bad, either in this life or in a reincarnation: in Hinduism one of the means of reaching Brahman. Compare

	11. Upanishads
	any of a class of speculative prose treatises composed between the 8th and 6th centuries b.c. and first written a.d. c1300: they represent a philosophical development beyond the Vedas, having as their principal message the unity of Brahman and Atman.

	12. Vedas
	Also called Samhita. each of these four books.

	13. Reincarnation
	the belief that the soul, upon death of the body, comes back to earth in another body or form.

	14. Four Noble Truths
	the doctrines of Buddha: all life is suffering, the cause of suffering is ignorant desire, this desire can be destroyed, the means to this is the Eightfold Path.

	15. Eightfold Path
	the eight pursuits of one seeking enlightenment, comprising right understanding, motives, speech, action, means of livelihood, effort, intellectual activity, and contemplation.

	16. Siddhartha Gautama
	any of a series of teachers in Buddhism, of whom Gautama was the last, who bring enlightenment and wisdom.




Part II: Writing Prompt 
You are a historical travel agent and must plan a trip to India that provides your guests with an overview of the early settlements through the Gupta Empire.  Explain how you would use the 16 terms above to provide an overview of the early history of India.
· Please bold or color-code your vocabulary words.

	 
The civilization in India occurred through a gradual process that created exciting and inspirational aspects that any tourist from any corner of the world can enjoy seeing. The good thing about the early history of India is that it is supported by physical items and features that still exist up to date in the areas where the events happened. Early settlement in India started in the northern parts where farming took place on the silts soils from Indus and Ganges rivers. The Hindu Kush ranges and the Himalayas Mountains extend through the northern border of India to neighbouring countries such as Pakistan. The civilization in Indus River Valley involved the Harappan stage for which Bronze was the primary material for craving between 5500-1300 BCE. The southern parts of Asia such as the current Afghanistan and Pakistan presented six cities in Mohenjo-Daro an archeological site where the people who lived near the terrain of Indus river valley in India would trade their farm produce.
Other exciting areas where a tourist could visit include the Indian Subcontinent where various statutes can be found such as those of Asoka and his chariot. Asoka was Maury Dynasty emperor from India who ruled all community castes including Indo-Aryans and promoted Buddhism religion which was started by Siddhartha Gautama and later stretched out to places like Bangladesh and Afghanistan. The spread of Buddhism was based on the Four Noble Truths which illustrated the concept of the suffering of the human and the Eightfold Path which showed the various practices that one should embrace to avoid pain. Also, I find it interesting to introduce our tourists to Upanishads and Vedas texts which shows the initial philosophical ideas and concepts of Jainism, Buddhism and Hinduism in line with their traditional beliefs of Karma actions.  These texts claim that the results of one's deeds are inevitable whether bad or good in either this worldly life or in reincarnation life.  
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